Craft NI – Quebec 2011


Craft NI Call to designer-makers

International Linen Biennial, Portneuf, Quebec, Canada 2011 

Introduction

What is the Biennale International du Lin de Portneuf (BILP)?
Biennale International du Lin de Portneuf (BILP) is an artistic and cultural event highlighting contemporary practices related to flax and linen, both technically and conceptually.  It takes place at cultural exhibition centres in the Portneuf region of Quebec Province, Canada.  

The Biennale focuses on three elements: craft, visual arts and fashion.  It is concerned with: (i) presenting the works of contemporary practitioners; (ii) recognising linen within art and craft practice for both functional attributes and powerful socio-cultural context; (iii) exhibiting such work within exceptional and historically relevant locations in rural Quebec.  

Locations:     

Quebec June – September 2011(La Chevrotière Mill, Deschambault-Grondines)
Dublin, National College of Art and Design, Nov 2011 (tbc)
Belfast, Ormeau Baths Gallery 2012 (tbc)

2011 craft exhibition, ‘The Linen Diaspora – cultural memory reinvented’

The theme for 2011 craft exhibition is, ‘The Linen Diaspora – cultural memory reinvented’ and will be curated by Professor Karen Fleming, University of Ulster.  The work presented in the exhibition will be by both Canadian and Irish artists.  A call has been issued in Canada. This call for expressions of interest is for designer makers in Northern Ireland or Republic of Ireland.

Linen as fibre, medium and as material artefact has contributed to distinct cultural identities with powerful resonance in both Ireland and Quebec. Migrant diasporas built concrete, long-lasting cultural identity that is relevant in the consideration of linen in contemporary art and design.  Of particular interest is the story of the Huguenots which reflects different histories in each region.  

‘After all, emigration is not just a chronicle of sorrow and regret.  It is also a powerful story of contribution and adaption.’ 
(Mary Robinson, President of Ireland and former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights)
 
Criteria for Selection
The work proposed for the exhibition must:

1. Be by an established designer-maker / craftsperson resident and working in Northern Ireland or Republic of Ireland.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have participated in high profile juried and/or curated international exhibitions.  

2.  May be by a solo designer-maker / craftsperson or collaboration.

3. Address the theme of linen diaspora through either the inclusion of linen or a clear conceptual or technical relationship to linen and migrant textile traditions. Work in all media and formats including functional and non-functional will be eligible provided that linen, or its social and cultural significance, is integral to the conception and / or production of the work.
4. Meet Craft NI’s three key characteristics of quality craftsmanship-
work that is:
(i) challenging and extends practice as well as ensuring high standards of technical skill and design;
(ii) does not seek to reproduce or restore but is innovative in its use of materials and aesthetic vision;
(iii) reflects the signature of the individual maker and demonstrates investigation of processes and critical enquiry at a high level.
The curator’s decision is final.
 
The BILP has its own programme presented in a printed catalogue and on its web site www.biennaledulin.ca 
Budget and funds
While all work will be considered, the project is subject to available funds, and where necessary this will be applied as a selection criterion.  Applicants are advised to provide proposals that are not reliant on extensive funding particularly in relation to transport costs and installation.
There are no funds available for the production of the work however, an artist’s fee will be payable.
The project will fund insurance and transport from collection points in Belfast / Dublin to and from Quebec. Unfortunately, it cannot fund transport from individual addresses to the collection points.
 
Submission
Please make sure your application includes the following

CV (2 max pages)
Images of previous work (max 10) (300 dpi)
Application form

· Short description of work proposed – annotated drawings and/or text
· How it relates to theme
· estimates of size, packed size and approx weight
· materials involved and processes
· any installation instructions
· value for insurance purposes
· confirmation that work can be submitted by:  1 April 2011
Please submit submissions to Craft NI, Cotton Court, 42 Waring Street, Belfast,BT1 2ED. 

Address all queries regarding submissions to e: info@craftni.org/ T: 028 9032 3059
 
 
Completed proposals should be returned
no later 4.00pm, Thursday 29 July 2010
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International Linen Biennial Application Form

SECTION ONE
1.  Please indicate if this application is for a solo designer-maker/ craftsperson or collaboration.

	solo designer-maker / craftsperson   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Collaboration  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Please provide details of the names of those applying as part of the collaboration. The nature of the collaboration.


1.1 DESIGNER-MAKER DETAILS

If you are applying collaboratively please list the details of one / the lead designer-maker

	Name
	

	Permanent residential address

	

	Postcode


	

	Contact Tel.


	

	Contact Email
	


SECTION TWO

2. Please provide a short description of work proposed – annotated drawings and/or text

2.1 Please provide estimates of size, packed size and approximate weight of proposed work

2.2 Please described materials and processes involved

2.3 Please describe any installation instructions


2.4 Please state the value of proposed work for insurance purposes (in pounds sterling)

2.5 Please tick to confirm 

If selected I will submit proposed work by 1st April 2011  FORMCHECKBOX 

2.1 Please tell us how your proposal addresses the theme of ‘linen diaspora’


Please submit submissions to Craft NI, Cotton Court, 42 Waring Street, Belfast,BT1 2ED. 

Address all queries regarding submissions to e: info@craftni.org/ T: 028 9032 3059

Completed proposals should be returned
no later 4.00pm, Thursday 29 July 2010

EQUALITY MONITORING  [For CNI use: Prog ref: 
Date:                         ]
(The information provided in this section will not be used as part of the application assessment process.  It will be detached from the application form upon receipt and will be treated anonymously.  The information is used to provide monitoring information to government departments and agencies)
1 Do you consider yourself to have a disability?


	Yes
	

	No
	


2 Please indicate your gender:
	Male
	
	Female
	
	Transgendered
	


3 Do you have any dependants?
	Yes
	

	No
	


4 How would you describe your perceived religious beliefs?
	Protestant
	
	Catholic
	

	Buddhist
	
	Hindu
	

	Islam / Muslim
	
	Jewish
	

	Sikh
	
	Other religious belief
	

	No religious belief
	
	



4 a)
How would you describe your political opinion?
	Unionist generally
	
	Nationalist generally
	

	Other
	
	


5 Are you an active member of any political party?
	Yes
	

	No
	


6 Please indicate which ethnic group you consider yourself to belong to:
	Black African
	
	Black Caribbean
	
	Other Black Background
	

	Indian
	
	Pakistani
	
	Bangladeshi
	

	Other Asian Background
	
	Chinese
	
	Mixed Ethnic Group
	

	Irish Traveller
	
	White
	
	Other (Please specify)
	


7 What is your marital status?
	Married
	
	Unmarried
	
	Divorced
	
	Separated
	
	Widowed
	


	8 What is your age group?
Under 16
	
	16-25
	
	26-49
	
	50-65
	

	Over 65
	
	


9 How would you describe your sexual orientation?
	Heterosexual
	
	Bisexual
	

	Gay 
	
	Lesbian
	


(150 words max. Annotated drawings may be attached to the application form please ensure that drawings are marked with your full name) 








Applicants must demonstrate how their work addresses the theme of linen diaspora through either the inclusion of linen or a clear conceptual or technical relationship to linen and migrant textile traditions. (150 words max.)








(150 words max.)








(150 words max.)








(150 words max.)








£








