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Craft NI Export Development Programme 2011/2012
Introduction

Craft Northern Ireland welcomes submissions from professional designer/makers who would like to be considered for the 2011 – 2012 Export Development Programme. This programme has been set up to assist with costs associated with participation in trade/retail fairs/shows (referred to throughout as ‘Event’), outside of the island of Ireland. 

The objectives of the programme are to:

· develop export capacity and support business growth within the craft sector;

· develop new markets and support additional sales for designer-makers
· profile the quality of NI contemporary craft.

Makers will be asked to identify up to three events which they would like to attend and both applicants and the events they have identified must meet Craft NI quality criteria (below). The application must illustrate the business benefits of attending a specific event and priority will be given to either first time exhibitors at a trade fair/ show or those who are attending a show for the second or third time consecutively. 
Applicants may consider attending an event with another craft business in order to achieve economies of scale, however, Craft NI can only consider applications on an individual basis.
The maximum amount of available support will be £500 per applicant. Applicants are advised to read the guidelines thoroughly before making an application and may contact Craft NI in advance if unsure of the eligibility of a specific event. 
The event for which support has been given must be fully completed and all expenditure incurred by 31 May 2012. 
The Export Development Programme will run from December 2011 –May 2012.  Applications are now received on a rolling basis.
In making the best case for your application, please make sure you have included sufficient details in your answers.
GUIDELINES
Eligibility - Applicant
1. This opportunity is for designer-makers living and working in Northern Ireland.

2. Applications must be made by the designer-maker directly and work should not

be mass-produced. 

3. Craft NI will not accept painting, drawing, graphic design or photography.
4. Applicants must confirm they will attend pre-event training and complete pre- and
post-event evaluation forms. 

5. Marketing material should include Craft NI and Invest NI logos.
Eligibility – Event

· The specified event must take place outside the island of Ireland

· Craft NI will support attendance at recognised trade/retail fairs/shows where there are demonstrable business benefits to the applicant. The types of event which this scheme supports include, for example:
Top Drawer, London; Ceramic Art, London; Great Northern Contemporary Craft Fair, Manchester; British Craft Trade Fair, Harrogate. 

This list is not exhaustive and applicants may wish to identify their own event either in the UK or internationally.  (You may wish to refer to Craft NI’s Directory of Craft Fairs and Trade Events.
)  Applicants may contact Craft NI in advance if they are unsure if an event meets Craft NI criteria.
· Applicants should prioritise up to three potential events on their application form but will only be supported for one. Craft NI will confirm which of your chosen events are acceptable within the scheme.
· If you are not selected for your first preference you can revert to your second or third preference.
· Craft NI will confirm an offer of support when it has received written confirmation that the applicant has been accepted into the trade/retail fairs/show.
Selection Criteria
1. Craft NI will shortlist designer-makers who are able to meet its quality standards   and demonstrate that their work:

· is challenging and extends practice as well as ensuring high standards of technical skill and design;

· does not seek to reproduce or restore but is innovative in its use of materials and aesthetic vision;

· reflects the signature of the individual maker and demonstrates investigation of processes and critical enquiry 

2. Priority will be given to first-time exhibitors at a retail/trade fair/show and those

attending an event for the second or third time consecutively.
3. The objectives of the programme are to:

· develop export capacity and support business growth within the craft sector;

· develop new markets and support additional sales for designer-makers

· profile the quality of NI contemporary craft.

Available Support
Craft NI will provide support, for up to 50% of eligible costs, to a maximum amount of £500.  Applicants must indicate if they have received funding from other sources for the same event. Craft NI will not support applications where the applicant is in receipt of other funding for the same event.  Craft NI is required to check these details with other funders.
Eligibility – Costs

The eligible costs which Craft NI will support are:
entrance fee/stand costs; transport of work; travel (flights only) and accommodation; essential event overheads e.g. electricity/lighting, wifi access; 
Payment Schedule

Following selection, successful applicants will be asked to submit a budget of eligible costs and a copy of their letter of acceptance to the event.  Craft NI will then confirm its level of support.  Payment will be made after the event in accordance with Craft NI Terms and Conditions and on:

· receipt of invoices
· submission of proof of expenditure (receipts)
· completion of pre- and post- project evaluation forms.
Selection Procedure
Applications will be selected from the information provided by a Craft NI appointed panel and assessed on how well the application meets the programme objectives, priorities and Craft NI quality criteria as outlined above. 
Craft NI intends to inform successful applicants within two weeks of the deadline. 
How to Apply

All applicants must complete the application form, and send with CV and images to:
info@craftni.org or by post to :
Craft NI, Export Development Programme, 42 Waring Street, Belfast, BT1 2ED 
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Craft NI Export Development Programme 2011 -12
Application Form 
1. Contact Details

	Applicant’s Name
	

	Company Name (if applicable)
	

	Address 


	

	Postcode


	

	Telephone Number 
	

	Email address
	

	Website


	


2. Your work

	Category of your work:



	E.g. Glass/Furniture/Interior Textiles/ Fashion Textiles & Accessories/ Knitwear/ Woven Textiles/ Leather/ Non precious Jewellery/ Precious Jewellery/ Hats/ Silver &Gold/ Non Precious Metal/ Sculptural Ceramics/ Functional Ceramics/ Paper & Books/ Toys and Automata/ Basketry/ Miscellaneous.


3. Events. Please list, in order of priority, up to three Events in which you hope to take part
	Name of Event & Location                                                                       Date

	
	

	
	

	
	


3a. Is this the first time you have participated in a trade/retail fair/show?  

Yes / No 

3a. Have you previously participated in any of the above events?     
Yes / No

3b. If yes, which did you attend and when?



	


4. Please state briefly why the events you have listed are an appropriate business opportunity for your practice.
	


5a. Please provide details of realistic business targets which you anticipate from attending your preferred event. 

	


5b. If applicable, please provide details of business benefits from previous events you have attended. 

	


6. If selected you must attend an event planning / training day. Please confirm you will attend. 

I will attend / I will not attend  
7. Have you applied for funding or received funding from any other source for this event?

Yes/No
If yes, please give details.

	Funder(s)
	Amount applied for
	Amount received

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


8. Please confirm you will complete a pre- and post-event evaluation form. Payment cannot be released until this information has been received.
Yes/ No
9. RETURNING YOUR APPLICATION 


Please Include: 

1. Completed application form

2. CV

3. 6 jpeg images (72dpi) clearly marked with your name. 

Please return completed application forms to info@craftni.org
Or by post to:

Craft NI

Export Development Programme

42 Waring Street

Belfast, BT1 2ED
I confirm that I have read and completed all relevant sections of this application form and confirm that all information provided, and any material submitted in support of the application, is truthful and accurate.

Signed:





Date:
___________________________________________________________________

Craft Northern Ireland welcomes application forms by email.  If submitted by email shortlisted applicants will be asked to sign this application form at a later stage.
� � HYPERLINK "http://craftni.org/resources/directory-of-craft-fairs-retail-exhibitions-and-trade-events" ��http://craftni.org/resources/directory-of-craft-fairs-retail-exhibitions-and-trade-events� 





